CJT 2110 Criminal Investigations
Report Guidelines

1. Your paper will discuss an issue related to a topic discussed in class.   For instance, you could write about the evolution of investigators within police departments and talk about some of the initial controversies (Chapter 1).   You could also write about methods of identification, such as anthropometry, fingerprinting, DNA typing, and firearms.   Feel free also to write about specific to certain types of investigations, such a juvenile sex crimes, adult sex crimes, arson investigations, death investigations, fraud, and etc.  For instance, if discussing sex crimes, you could list the various types of evidence collected at a rape scene, from the victim, and from the suspect and describe the role such evidence plays in an investigation.  

Finally, you could also conduct a case study.   For example, you could choose a case, whether of local interest or national, and describe the investigation, evidence that was collected, and the relationship between the victim and suspect.  If doing this type of report, note any weaknesses in the investigation that were brought out in trial and note ways the investigation could have been improved.    
2. Ensure that you include a brief history of the topic and discuss any benefits and controversies.  Be sure to include specific examples of real life applications.   

3. The paper will be three pages in length.  Include a cover page and a reference page. All total, the paper will not exceed five pages (including cover and reference pages).    

4. Margins will be no more than 1 inch on all sides.   Use a 12 point font.   The paper must be double-spaced. 
5. Cite any sources used in your paper.  You must include a citation page with your paper and you must cite at least three different sources.  Your textbook would qualify as one source.   Wikepedia cannot be used as one of the three sources.  Remember to also cite your sources in the body of your work.    Include one source found on the Internet. Use an MLA or APA style for citing your sources. 

6. Proof read your paper before you submit it to me.  Have someone else read your paper.  Also, read it out loud to ensure that your writing reads naturally and your ideas flow logically.
